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STUDY TO SHEW THYSELF APPROVED UNTO 
GOD, A WORKMAN THAT NEEDETH NOT 
TO BE ASHAMED, RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE 
WORD OF TRUTH. g | 


* is an argument of the dignity and im- 
portance of the Chriſtian Prieſthood, that 
the Holy Spirit, by the hand of St. Paul, 
hath ſet forth the duties of its miniſters in 
three diſtinct epiſtles. Timothy and Titus, 
the companions of this Apoſtle in preaching 
the goſpel, inſtructed ordained and commiſ- 
ſioned by him, were well acquainted, no 
doubt, with what belonged to their ſacred 
office. Vet St. Paul, according to the wiſ- 
dom given unto him, judged it neceſſary to 
inform them alſo by letter, and, through 
them, all ſucceeding paſtors, how they ought 
to behave themſelves in © the church of the 
living God, the pillar and ground of the 
truth *.” 
1 Tim. iii. 15. 
A 2 In 
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In the text he reminds one of theſe his 
beloved ſons of the true ſcope and object of | 
all miniſterial labours ; he directs him in the 
performance of a conſiderable branch of thoſe 
labours ; and he ſhews the conſequence of 
diſcharging them faithfully. The obje& is 
the approbation of God; the buſineſs is to 
teach the word of truth rightly ; the conſe- 
quence is, that he who does this needeth not 
to be aſhamed. 


« Study to ſhew thyſelf approved unto 
God.” It is with great propriety, that what 
15 or ought to be the aim and defire of all 
Chriſtians, to pleaſe God, is propoſed as more 
peculiarly the object of Chriſtian miniſters. 
In the language of prophecy the ſtars or an- 
gels of provincial or national churches are in 
the hand of Chriſt®; the chief paſtors of ſuch 
churches hold their authority immediately 
from Him, without any intervening vicege- 
rent. In more familiar ſpeech miniſters in 


general are the ambaſſadors of Chriſt and 


> Rev. i. 16. 20. See Biſhop Bagot's Diſcourſes on 
the Prophecies, p. 251. 
ſtewards 
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ſtewards of his houſchold. It behoves every 
ſervant to be obedient to his maſter ; but of 
ſtewards it is more eſpecially. required, that 
they be faithful to their lord, and pleaſe him 
well in all things. It is the duty of all ſub- 
jects to honour and obey the king ; but thoſe 
who are delegated by him, who are about 
his perſon, and receive his commands, are 
_ doubly bound to ſhew affection, zeal, and fi- 
_ delity in his ſervice. 

Of thoſe who are thus choſen and 3 
near to ſerve Him who is “ King of kings, 
who © was dead and is alive for evermoree, 
the taſk demanded, even as it is here repre- 
ſented in part only, is great and momentous : 
they are to teach © the word of truth,” and 
to teach it © rightly.” — This © word of 
truth,” if we take St. Paul for his own 1n- 
terpreter, conſiſts of two parts; which he 
inculcates in theſe epiſtles in paſſages almoſt 
innumerable, and couples them together by 
an almoſt endleſs variety of phraſe : They are 
charity and faith; faith and a good 


© Rev. 1. 18. xvii. 14. 5 | 
4 1 Tim. i. 5. ii 15, 2 Tin, 1. 143. 4 22. 0k 10 
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conſcience :; © the myſtery of faith in a pure 
conſcience f;” © the words of faith and of 
good doctrine ?; * the words of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt and the doctrine which is ac- 
cording to godlineſs *.” 

It is ſometimes objected to us, that we are 
mere moral preachers, teaching nothing more 
than honeſty and ſobriety, without inſiſting 
on religious motives and faith in Chriſt. The 
objection, if true, is indeed a weighty one; 
as 1t 18 moſt certain, that morality, as well 
as prayer, which is without Chriſt, not per- 
formed by his aid, not preſented through 
his merits, is of no avail; neither acceptable 
to God, nor profitable to man. But do not 
the objectors, thoſe who are invidiouſly ſtyled 
by their friends evangelical or goſpel preach- 
ers, ſometimes run into the oppoſite extreme? 
Do not they teach Chriſt, what they eſteem 
to be Chriſt, ſome points which are true and 
ſome which are not true concerning him, 
without due attention to Chriſtian obedience? 
The whole © counſel of God ” muſt be de- 


"7 TW. i. 19. f Tbid. iii, 9. 
s Ibid. iv. 6. „ TOME. Ph. 9 
” clared ; 
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clared ; and that is © repentance toward God, 
and faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chrift *.” 
Belief in the Divinity, death, and atonement 
of our bleſſed Redeemer is the ground of all; 
but it is then only well pleaſing in wy ſight 
of God, when it © worketh by love. On 
the other hand, charity, we know, is “ the 
end of the commandment , and © the bond 
of perfectnefs“; but it is then only charity, 
when it proceeds from © a pure heart, and 


faith unfeigned :”* and it is very obſervable, 
how large a portion even of theſe ſhort paſ- 


toral letters is employed by St. Paul to re- 
commend and enforce this excellent and fa- 
vourtte grace of charity, as it diſplays itfelf 


in all the domeſtic, and ſocial, and civil 
duties *. | 


«© The word of truth” then, in theſe its 


eſſential and inſeparable parts, muſk, as St. 


Paul tells us, be © rightly divided.” It is 


needleſs to mveſtigate the origin or preciſe 


Adds xx. 21. 87. & Gal. v. 6. 
" Tut bs $o Col, in 14. 


a See 1 Tim. 11, 9, &. v. vi. In i 1h 
A'S. meaning 
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meaning of the figure ; the general ſenſe 1s 
ſufficient for our purpoſe : the truth muſt be 
rightly taught ; which can only be done by 
lucid order, and true and ſolid arguments, 
derived ſometimes from natural good ſenſe, 
but much more frequently taken from the 
armoury and oracles of God. We muſt there- 
fore be well grounded in the faith, verſed in 
the habit and forms of ſound reaſoning *and 
juſt interpretation; ready and expert in the 
Scriptures, well acquainted with the proots 
of their authenticity and of the truth of our 
holy religion; and not ignorant of the errors 
and hereſies, with which in various ages it 
has been deformed and corrupted. Theſe 
learned topics it will not indeed often be ne- 
ceſſary to bring forward ; but men of ſcience 
will ſee, and the unlearned will feel, whether 
he who diſcourſes on any ſubject exhauſts his 
whole ſtock of knowledge ; or whether he 
ſpeaks from the fulneſs of a mind richly 
ſtored with information, and repreſſes much 
more than he delivers. More direct uſe alſo 
of the proofs of Chriſtianity, and of its lead- 
ing doctrines, may be requiſite to ſatisfy 

{cruples, 
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ſcruples, or to ſolve objections, at a time 
when tracts of infidelity are induſtriouſiy 
diſſeminated ; in an age highly curious and 
inquiſitive, when, if erudition dwells in the 
ſchools, learning diſdains not to viſit the 
cottage. | BALE 
But truths of ſuch magnitude, which in- 
volve and connect the intereſts of both 
worlds, muſt be taught at all times, in ſea- 
ſon and out of ſeaſon, by word and by ex- 
ample, at home and abroad. It is not 
meant, that, forgetful of our Lord's caution, | 
ue ſhould caſt,** pearls before ſwine . Scrip- 
tural words and ſacred ſubjects, raſnly ob- 
truded in common affairs, ſerve only to ex- 
poſe religion to ridicule, and her indiſcreet 
friends to contempt. But if there is a well- 
ſpring of life in the heart, the dew of it will 
ſometimes diſtil from the lips; and a word 
dropt unexpectedly, but ſeaſonably, often 
makes a deep and laſting impreſſion. We 
have examples in this caſe, which may com- 
mand by their authority, and encourage by 


Matth. vii. 6. 
their 


1 | 
their ſucceſs. When the hoſpitable Zaccheus 
received Chriſt as his gueft, he found him a 
Saviour; and the Ethiopian ſtateſman was 
converted by Philip on his journeys. 
Laſtly and above all, the goſpel of truth, 
which is the hope of all, ſhould be preached 
to all, to every rank, and to every age. To 
the poor eſpecially it was firſt addreſſed; and 
the poor at all times may eaſily underſtand it; 
for it is only the mercy of God towards us in 
Chrift Jeſus, commanding us, through the 
fame blefſed Jeſus, to love Him, and to love 
one another. None can learn it too early; 
for none can be happy too early; and none, 
if they are ſincere, can learn it too late. But 
the young are, on every account, in the 
Chriſtian ſcheme, intitled to peculiar conſi- 
deration. Our Lord himſelf, who died for 
all, pronounced that his kingdom conſiſts of 
little children, and fuch as reſemble little 
children. The firſt dawning and preparation 
of the goſpel was announced, not as the con- 
verſion of the young by the wiſdom of the 


Luke xix. . 2 Acts viii. 27, &c. 


aged, 


>; 
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aged, but as © the turning of the hearts of 
the fathers to the children *;” and perhaps 
what has been remarked of that auſpicious 


Era, the Reformation of our Church, is true 


in every age, that the heavenly ſeed of God's 
word has its beſt growth and increaſe in the 
ingenuous heart and unprejudiced ſimplicity 
of Youth. "FE 


Thus to labour then in the word and doc- 
trine will, as the Apoſtle ſuggeſts, take away 
ſhame, both root and branch, the cauſe and 
effect. He who fears and honours God in his 
heart and his life, will not be alarmed with 
any other terror. He who truly loves his 
brethren, and ſeeks their proſperity, after 


Chriſt's example and for his ſake, will think 


no office mean, which is connected either 


with their welfare, or their comfort. © If I 


your Lord and Maſter have waſhed your feet, 
ye ought alſo to waſh one another's feet“: 
That is the rule exemplified by the practice 


of One who was, and knew that he was, in 


© Luke i. 175 John x11, 14. 
| the 


55 
the ſpace of a few hours' to be apprehended 


and to die for thoſe whom he waſhed, and 


for all mankind. 

When' the goſpel was firſt publiſhed, the 
whale world oppoſed it. And hence it was, 
that our Lord ſo frequently and ſo earneſtly 
warned his diſciples, as They in their turn 
exhorted the brethren, not to be aſhamed of 
the croſs of Chriſt. In theſe days, big with 
events and prolific of wonders, it is our happy 
lot, through the mercy of God towards us, to 
hear only at a diſtance the ſound of that 
ſtorm, which deſolates Europe ; and, in its 
permitted courſe, threatens to bury truth it- 
ſelf amidſt the ruins of error. But who can 
ſay what trials are reſerved for us, if we do 
not repent and amend *? if by our ingratitude, 
our diſtractions, and diviſions, we provoke 
God's anger ? if, in our lukewarmneſs and 
indifference, we abhor the light, and loathe 
the manna ſent down from heaven to ſuſtain 
us? An awful veil hangs over futurity ; but 
who knows how ſoon it may be removed ? 
Who can tell whether the predicted perſecu- 
tion and death of the witneſſes of truth are not 


faſt 


1 

faſt approaching??? And who can aſſure us, 
that the tremendous viſitation ſhall not begin 
at God's ſanctuary? If thou come to ſerve 
the Lord, prepare thy ſoul for temptation *.” 
If thou beareſt the banner of the croſs, arm 
thyſelf with courage; fight manfully for thy 
God. Whether the Lord come at midnight; 
or in the morning, be found at thy poſt, vigt- 
lant and active. 


But after all, in ſome deſponding moments, 
a chilling reflexion ſteals acroſs the breaſt, and 


now and then perhaps eſcapes from the lips: 


] cannot perceive any good that I do.” Be 
it remembered, that ſucceſs 1s in no caſe the 
true ſtandard of merit. Be it alſo remember- 
ed, that pure religion is retired and unobtru- 
five; and never fully known, except by Him 
that ſeeth in ſecret. If one ſoul periſhes 
through your neglect, fearful is the account 
which will be required at your hands. If one 


. 


foul is ſaved by your care, unſpeakable is the 


reward in heaven. It you do not often con- 


# Rey; M. 7, Se. Ecclus. ii. I. 
1 vert 
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vert obſtinate ſinners, (an attempt however 
which ſhould never be abandoned in deſpair,) 
you prevent vice, and ſtrengthen infirmity. 
You preach the pure word of God, and admi- 
niſter his bleſſed ſacraments ; which are the 
life of thouſands, who, to a common obſerver, 
are not eaſily diſtinguiſhable from many of 
their neighbours, that, without a vital princi- 
ple of religion, maintain an outward decency 
of conduct from motives of falhion, of credit, 

or convenience. 

The operation of religion is progreſſive. 
Seated carly in the heart, it new-moulds and 
faſhions by imperceptible degrees the whole 
man: it ©& grows with our growth, and 
ſtrengthens with our ſtrength and is more 
and more vigorous as the body decays. Pa- 
rental advice and parental example, wholeſome 
words heard in God's worſhip or read in his 
book, ſerious reflexion, conſolation in ſickneſs, 
dangers eſcaped, devout prayer, edifying com- 


munion; a thouſand things which we can re- 
member, and ten thouſand which we have for- 
gotten, contributed to our improvement, cach 
in their turn; and on the whole we walk in 


God's 


e 
God's laws with far greater eaſe and greater 
alacrity; we are more reſigned to his will, 
and more charitable to our neighbour. In 
the morning ſow thy ſeed, and in the evening 
withhold not thine hand *; it will ſpring and 
grow up thou knoweſt not how ; but after 
many days thou ſhalt ſurely find it, bearing 
fruit unto life eternal. 

The adverſaries of our order, the avowed 
enemies of religion, bear, in their own pro- 
ceedings, ſtrong teſtimony to the utility of 
our profeſſion and the efficacy of our labours. 
Banded together, in their dark conclaves, by 
teſts of impiety, they delegate miſſionaries of 
ſedition, who preach treaſon againſt govern- 
ment and apoſtaſy from Chriſt ; and are not 
deterred in their machinations of miſchief, 
their career of iniquity, though they confeſs 
it may require many years, or even ages, to 
regenerate the world agreeably to their wiſhes. 
They have the inherent wickedneſs of the 
human heart, and the reſtleſs malignity of 
evil ſpirits, to forward their deſigns. Tou 


= Ecclef. xi. 6. 


Carry 
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carry a meſſage, Fu is Crave with the 
1 peace, the order, the comfort of this world; 
= and inſures everlaſting happineſs i in the next. 


q The holy angels miniſter with you in the 
1 work of ſalvation; and God himſelf beholds, 
1 and bleffes, and will reward your labours. 
. « Study to ſhew thyſelf approved unto God, 


a workman that needeth not to be aſhimed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.“ 


THE END. 


